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Letters to the editor- Contents 
A Part of Me 
I 'm very thankful for the Evangelical 
Visitor. I've had the opportunity to read it 
these past 4 years as I attended Messiah 
College. Now I 've moved back home to 
New Jersey and have very limited contact 
with the Brethren in Christ church. It 's 
become a part of me! I want to keep in 
touch! Here 's my check for a new subscrip-
tion. 
Lynne W. Darby 
Haddon Heights, N.J . 
What About the Simple Life? 
The 1978 Brethren In Christ General 
Conference is now history and as far as 
N i c a r a g u a is c o n c e r n e d the fo re ign 
representatives are now home. 
In the last several months there have 
been a number of articles appearing in the 
Evangelical Visitor and letters to the editor 
addressing themselves to the question of 
whether or not the Brethren in Christ are 
preserving their "simple life" as it relates 
to church construction. This has been a 
matter that my wife Cara and I have 
discussed considerably. We have come to 
the conclusion, after our 1977 furlough in 
the States, that in many cases the Brethren 
in Christ no longer give testimony to the 
"simple life" as far as their church plant is 
concerned. Which all brings me back once 
again to our two Nicaraguan represen-
tatives, Enrique and Teresa Palacios, to 
the Bi Centennial celebration this summer. 
In the car returning from the airport I 
was especially interested in hearing Rev. 
Palacios' first comments about his trip 
North. This to me would indicate what 
i m p r e s s e d h im m o s t a b o u t N o r t h 
America. We weren't in the car but a few 
minutes when I overheard him describing 
to his brother-in-law, also a Nicaraguan 
Brethren in Christ Pastor, the churches 
(Brethren in Christ) in North America. 
"You wouldn't believe the churches in 
North America. They are all luxurious. 
For one church there we could build fifty 
here. Some are three stories high (the 
basement being the first) and have twenty 
classrooms. Everything is carpeted." And 
then the clincher. "They are even more 
luxurious than the Cathol ic churches 
here." 
Now everyone knows that historically 
the Roman Catholic Church in Latin 
America has been known for its ex-
travagance at the expense of the poor! 
Charles Musser 
Managua, Nicaragua 
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From the Editor 
T h e m o n t h of Ju ly h a s been " c o n f e r e n c e m o n t h " for 
t hose w h o a t t e n d e d b o t h t he d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s G e n e r a l 
C o n f e r e n c e a n d the 10th M e n n o n i t e W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e . 
T h i s h a s been t r u e fo r t h e E d i t o r . 
M y wi fe j o i n e d m e in a t t e n d a n c e a t the M e n n o n i t e 
W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e which was a c o m b i n a t i o n of ed i to r ia l 
w o r k a n d v a c a t i o n . ( I t s e e m s t h a t m o s t of ou r vaca t ions 
t a k e on this f o r m a t ) . 
I ref lect br ief ly on the B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t pa r t i c ipa t ion in 
t he C o n f e r e n c e in a s h o r t ed i to r i a l in th is issue. 
A l t h o u g h m u c h s m a l l e r in size and f a r d i f fe ren t in 
f o r m a t t h e p o s t - c o n f e r e n c e m e e t i n g of th i r ty represen-
ta t ives of B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t Fe l lowsh ips was a lso a 
s igni f icant e x p e r i e n c e in t r a n s c u l t u r a l a n d t r a n s n a t i o n a l 
fe l lowship . 
T h e r e p o r t of t he F i n d i n g s C o m m i t t e e of this mee t ing is 
s h a r e d with t he r e a d e r s h i p (pages 8, 9, a n d 10). 
F o r t h o s e r ep re sen t i ng the C a n a d i a n a n d the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s c h u r c h th is p o s t - c o n f e r e n c e m e e t i n g was an ex-
pe r i ence in l i s tening. W e d o no t find it easy to l isten. Even 
if we d o no t t a lk it is no a s s u r a n c e we a r e l is tening. O f t e n 
we k n o w the a n s w e r b e f o r e we k n o w the so lu t ion and 
s o m e t i m e s b e f o r e we k n o w the ques t i on . 
It is n e e d f u l fo r us t o cons ide r w h a t we h e a r even if it 
r u n s c o u n t e r t o w h a t we believe, to t he va lues we ho ld , or 
t h e d i r ec t i on we a r e t a k i n g . T h i s d o e s no t m e a n t h a t all 
t h a t c o m e s f r o m o t h e r cu l tu r e s is p u r e t r u t h . But it does 
m e a n t h a t we recogn ize t h a t t r u t h is no t a N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
m o n o l o p y . All ideas a n d o b s e r v a t i o n s a n d j u d g m e n t s , 
f r o m w h a t e v e r cu l tu re , m u s t be sub jec t t o t he t ru th which 
is in C h r i s t . 
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Editorial 
Knowing Enough to Give 
Within the past year a church bulletin crossed my desk 
(a considerable number do that) in which there was an 
announcement of a special Sunday evening meeting. This 
meeting was featuring a film produced and shown by a 
well-known mission organization. The announcement gave 
strong encouragement to attend the service, urging a "full 
house" which 1 imagine involved the inviting of friends. 
When I read the announcement and the strong urging to 
attend I wondered if the pastor knew that this organization 
had been the subject of two investigative reports made by 
two respected Christian magazines. These investigations 
focused on the effectiveness of the organization's ministry 
and the propriety of its fund-raising methods. 
The articles raised serious questions regarding the 
effectiveness of the rather intriguing ministry and pointed 
out that a sizeable percentage of funds raised remained 
with the field representatives rather than reaching the 
stated ministry of the organization. 
I also wondered if my pastor friend knew that several 
years ago one of the staff of speakers which this organiza-
tion has was killed by a hand gun. The killing occurred in a 
California mountain cabin on New Year's Eve. The only 
witness to the death was a teen-age girl who was spending 
the night with the staff person at this remote mountain 
cabin. Alcohol was also part of the picture. 
It is no secret that staff persons sometimes fail their 
organization. What makes this situation different is that 
this organization immediately issued a lengthy press 
release attributing the death of this young man to the 
hands of the Communists, and extolled, in subsequent 
releases, the virtues and the witness of this "martyred 
Christian." 
Investigation by criminal investigators and subsequent 
releases through the news media reported the death as an 
accident. The explanation offered by the organization had 
all the marks of a cover-up. 
Obviously, the pastor would not have been in a position 
to know that the organization to which he had opened his 
church would at the time of the writing of this editorial be 
engaged in a law suit against another mission organiza-
tion. It is a little more complicated than that. The 
organization which is being sued for one and a half million 
dollars has entered a counter suit for four million. 
Incidentally the second organization has also appeared in 
Brethren in Christ church bulletins. Is it possible that 
Brethren in Christ money is helping with the legal fees of 
both of these organizations? 
There are two morals to this story: 
What we do not know can hurt us. Ignorance is a poor 
plea for the unwise sharing of the limited funds we have for 
the work of the kingdom. Stewardship not only calls for 
sacrificial living and giving but wise giving as well. 
The other moral (really the other side of the same 
moral) is that since most of us cannot know what we really 
ought to know about the vast majority of organizations 
which appeal for our money it is the better part of 
stewardship to give to the programs within our 
brotherhood. 
This all points up the sacred trust which a pastor and a 
church board have to safeguard the pulpit and the church 
from even the appearance of advocating unworthy causes. 
Presentations from outside the brotherhood, which have 
the official sanction of the pastor and church board, 
detract from the denominational programs at best and in 
many cases are not really worthy recipients of the 
resources God has entrusted to us. 
I suspect that sometimes these programs are expedien-
cies to find something to fill a Sunday evening hour or to 
add a "name" to a missions emphasis program. We need 
to weigh the consequences of such decisions in light of our 
brotherhood responsibilities and our stewardship commit-
ment. Z 
A Family Reunion 
There was a family reunion in Wichita last month as 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ from forty-four 
nations got together to affirm their family lineage and 
identity. 
This family line is over 450 years old. There is great 
diversity in the family which one could expect fifteen 
generations would produce, but there is a common core of 
Christian faith and life which gives identity regardless of 
race or culture. 
Brethren in Christ are a member of this family. We were 
present at Wichita, affirming our lineage to this tradition 
within the wider Christian family. 
As a natural family has a number of "lines" making up 
the lineage just so most denominations have more than one 
tradition. As Brethren in Christ we can trace several 
theological "blood lines." Our roots reach back to 
sixteenth-century Anabaptism, seventeenth-century 
Pietism, and eighteenth-century Wesleyanism. These each 
have their "family reunions"; some annually, others every 
five years. We should attend these reunions and in this 
manner nurture our faith. 
To be a member of a family or a family line does not 
make one less a member of the human family. To be a 
member of a congregation, denomination, or a theological 
family does not make one less a member of the Christian 
church. But each provides a sense of identity, a point of 
reference, and a community of support. 
The Anabaptist lineage which the Brethren in Christ 
have is historically significant and has provided the basic 
framework for our present faith and life together. The 
Mennonite World Conference represents that tradition 
and the Brethren in Christ would do well to keep these ties 
and relationships alive. Z 
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Biblical Faithfulness 
Alvin Book 
For those who attended General Conference 1978, there still linger the 
resounding notes of blessing, rejoicing, inspiration, and resolution. Now in 
the afterglow of Conference it is what we are about that is of great concern. 
Too frequently the performance of God ' s people is long when it comes to 
responding to momentary inspiration, and short in action and program that 
decide strategy. Christian people must not only review their heritage but 
critically and prayerfully discern and blueprint the immediate plans to attain 
the church 's measurable goals. 
Study 
From pulpit and pew there needs to reverberate in word and performance 
the response to careful, systematic, expositional study of God 's inspired 
Word. Is it not agreed generally that it is easier to prepare and deliver topical 
sermons and to put them into practice than it is to discover, proclaim, and 
live the truth which the original authors had in mind as they were Spirit 
inspired? Therefore, I make a plea for more inductive study of the Holy 
Scriptures. 
Obedience 
Resulting f rom the study of the Word there should develop a desire to be 
obedient. As each new-born and each mature Christian take seriously their 
personal obedience, Christian living is evident in the local church and is 
expressed in the world to which God directs His people. When individuals are 
obedient, the church becomes obedient. Where obedience is paramount , there 
is vital life and growth. This quickening will be evident in the local body and 
in the brotherhood. Brotherhood goals become attainable as the quest for 
obedience becomes visible. 
Giving 
How are brotherhood goals, spiritual and financial, to be met when local 
congregations struggle with limited giving patterns? What about the growing 
and developing congregation, whose financial load is already straining its 
giving capacity, while the brotherhood is calling for greater fiscal support? 
These and many more questions can and should be asked. Does not the 
answer lie with the rediscovery of the biblical truth that "mankind is lost 
without Chris t?" When man is known to be lost eternally without Christ (II 
Thessalonians 1:7-10) an urgency settles close to every born-again Christ ian's 
heart . This loosens him from his world and focuses the Christian's attention 
on God ' s world. The question then is to what extent should he become 
involved in God ' s world over against his own world? How does a family or 
church slice its dollar income so as to not only care for family or local church 
needs, but to share in the brotherhood's worldwide needs? 
Certainly individuals, families, and church boards who are responsible to 
prepare or recommend budgets, need to feel the compulsion that "mankind is 
lost without Chr is t , " and then with the help of the Lord to determine 
responsible "dollar-pie-slicing" percentages. This could mean spreading the 
amortizing of debts over a longer period in order to increase annual giving to 
the spread of the gospel and to church growth. 
The following and other questions need to be asked: What percentage of 
the dollar should be held for local needs; local expansion; and new 
congregations within the conference. How much will go to broaden 
brotherhood concerns, Board of Administrat ion, Board for Missions, and 
other agencies? Prayerfully grappling with these and other problems may well 





Leigh ton Ford 
I was born in the city of Toronto. 
Only a few miles f rom there I was 
born again as a boy at a summer Bible 
conference . M a n y grea t T o r o n t o 
preachers influenced my life as a 
young man. I also remember vividly 
that it was in Toronto I learned for the 
first t ime I was adopted. 
On a cold November af ternoon 
when I was about 12, my mother took 
me for a walk in a Toronto park . She 
carefully explained that she and my 
father had not had to have me; they 
had chosen me because they wanted 
me. From that t ime on I felt that it 
was a very special thing to be adopted. 
During the last couple years I have 
begun to wonder about my natural 
parents. Who are they? Are they still 
living? Do they know the Lord? Might 
they still be in Toronto? Is it possible 
they might have come to the Crusade? 
Will I ever meet them? 
In our human souls there is a 
longing to know where we came from, 
our roots, our parentage, our identity. 
But an even greater longing, however, 
is to know our heavenly Father , to 
have a personal knowledge of the God 
in whom we live and move and have 
our being. 
Two thousand years ago a little 
Jewish-Christian went to Athens and 
found a city gripped by a tremendous 
God-hunger. Paul the Apostle was in 
Athens waiting for some of his team-
mates to join him. While he waited, he 
walked around the city and was deeply 
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troubled by all the idols he saw 
everywhere. He began to have dis-
cussions in the synagogues and in the 
public square with the philosophers. 
These philosophers of Athens were 
intrigued by Paul and his new "foreign 
religion" he seemed to be pushing, so 
they invited him to the forum at Mars 
Hill to tell them more about Jesus. 
"Men of Athens," Paul began, " I 
noticed that you are very religious for 
as I was out walking I saw your many 
altars." Among the "many altars," 
Paul said, he found one with the 
inscription, "To the Unknown God." 
The Athenians had many altars 
honoring many gods, but just in case 
they had missed one, they covered 
themselves with an altar to the 
"Unknown God"! 
Likewise, the religious interest in 
our day shouldn't deceive us into 
thinking people are necessarily turning 
to the one living God taught in the 
Bible. Modern gods include all kinds 
of gurus and prophets and self-
p r o c l a i m e d m e s s i a h s . L i k e t he 
Athenians, many people today are 
"very religious." They will try almost 
any th ing t h a t comes a long the 
spiritual pike, but the real God is still 
unknown to them in a personal sense. 
One young man told me, "God is 
just a kind of oblong blur in my 
mind." Perhaps that's the most com-
mon p i c t u r e — a g r e a t s o m e o n e 
somewhere, but who he is and what 
he's like and how to find him we don't 
know. 
Now try to get this picture: Paul 
stands up in front of these brilliant, 
religious, cultured men of Athens and 
he boldly says, "(Listen). . . what you 
worship as something unknown I am 
going to proclaim to you." 
Paul begins to tell them about the 
true God. First, he says, he is "the 
God who m a d e the wor ld and 
everything in it." He is "The lord of 
heaven and earth." God is not, as 
some religions tell us, "everything that 
is." No, he made everything that is 
"And" says Paul, "He is not served by 
human hands." God doesn't need 
anything from us. 
Far from our supplying his needs, 
he supplies our very need. " H e . . . 
gives all men life and breath and 
everything else," says Paul. 
And, he went on, this God who 
created all things has specifically 
created mankind. "From one man he 
made very nation of men." Before the 
Bible's God there is no room for any 
racial superiority. 
Now Paul makes an interesting 
point. God, he says, who made all 
mankind, has "determined the times 
set for them and the exact places 
where they should live." In other 
words, God doesn't just have a plan 
for the whole world; he has a destiny 
for you personally. 
If it wasn't for him we wouldn't 
draw another breath or move a finger 
or even be! And further, he says, "we 
are (God's) children." We are lost 
from him, separated children— 
separated from him by our sin. So we 
were made for him and within us he 
has put the desire to seek him. 
How do we seek him? Get down on 
your knees and talk to God from your 
heart and tell him, "God, if you're 
reaily there, if I can know you, if you 
can communicate with me, I pray that 
you will show me the way to you." 
And then get a Bible and start to read 
with the Gospel of John, because the 
Bible contains God's message to 
mankind. 
Now let me ask, suppose you were 
God and you wanted to communicate 
with man—how would you do it? 
This is what God did. When we 
humans chose to ignore him and live 
our own selfish way, God wanted to 
warn us of the terrible consequences 
and so he became man. He sent his 
Son Jesus Christ to show us his love 
and offer forgiveness by dying as a 
sacrifice for our sins and rising again. 
Jesus is the bridge to the Father. In 
him you can find God and his eternal 
love and his destiny for your life. 
We can't know him unless we repent 
of our self-centered lives and turn 
from our sins and really let him be 
God in our lives. 
To confront God is to confront a 
choice. Will you turn, repent, go back, 
find the error, and come to God? 
Or—will you go on the same old way 
and be separated from him forever? 
The offer of life is God's. 
The choice is up to you. 
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"Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new 
creation" II Corinthians 5:17a 
Transformation 
Beth Saba 
Sharon had attended Sunday school 
at Beulah Chapel (Springfield, Ohio) 
as a child, but drifted away during her 
adolescent years. In 1965 she married 
Kenny Jones. She was then sixteen 
with the dream of immediately begin-
ning a family. After four years of 
marriage there were no children and 
Sharon began what she called a 
" d e f e a t e d " existence. Kenny had 
begun drinking heavily and staying out 
until early morning hours. His in-
terests were fast cars and motorcycles. 
When she became pregnant with Mark 
she was feeling the pressure of a 
marriage that had not fulfilled her 
dreams. She described it as "I felt a 
need . . . there just had to be more to 
life 
Abraham Becker was pastoring 
Beulah Chapel at that time and had 
looked up attendance cards of former 
Sunday school members. He began 
visiting Sharon and she began attend-
ing church, bringing Mark with her. 
She listened intently and absorbed the 
messages and Bible study, but didn't 
at that time accept Christ. Her accep-
tance of Christ took place eight years 
ago when, at that time along with a 
friend, she attended a Ford Philpot 
Crusade held at Memorial Hall in 
Springfield. She was baptized in Buck 
Creek with Kenny watching from the 
road, revving his motorcycle. Later 
Sharon learned that he had wept as 
she was being baptized. 
Kenny decided that he would let 
Sharon live her life and he could live 
his. In practical terms this did not 
work because he began drinking more, 
gambling with his friends, and spend-
ing more time at the local bars. 
During this time Paul was born and 
Sharon, visibly growing in grace, 
faithfully attended church bringing 
The writer is a member of the Beulah 
Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio 
and is active in the outreach program of 
the congregation. 
their two boys. Many times she went 
to the altar to pray for Kenny's salva-
tion. The church under the pastoral 
leadership of Harold Paulus grew in 
love and kindness for each other. As a 
result the fellowship increasingly sup-
ported Sharon and the children in 
prayer and sharing. 
Carl Ulery and others had a large 
visitation vision during this time. 
Remembering the conversations in his 
home Kenny said, "I could see that 
there were people really interested in 
me, but it just made me angry and 
more resentful." He even told those 
visiting him not to come back until he 
invited them. Occasionally he came to 
Beulah Chapel to see his sons in some 
special program and was impressed 
with the Christian character of the 
members and love expressed one to 
another. 
In time Kenny began to feel a 
futility in his way of living. He would 
try to pray, then resort to drinking. He 
would visit his father's grave in West 
Virginia and weep uncontrollably. 
There were two things, however, that 
kept him from changing his life: first 
of all, he would lose all his friends, and 
second he was sure that he could not 
live up to Christian standards. During 
these seven years Kenny escaped 
serious injury in two automobile ac-
cidents and two motorcycle accidents. 
These experiences, Sharon's faithful-
ness as a Christian, and the continual 
prayers of the church, caused Kenny 
to notice that he enjoyed less and less 
the way of life he had charted for 
himself. He said "The more I drank 
the less I liked it. I was sick of myself 
and the way I treated my family. Each 
Sunday morning after Sharon and the 
boys would leave for church, I thought 
to myself, 'Boy, you really blew it 
again. '" 
It was one such Sunday, April 3, 
1977 to be exact, that Kenny happened 
to see a T.V. movie of Christ entitled 
"Barabas," starring Anthony Quinn. 
He paused by the T.V. set on his way 
to the shower and was impressed by 
Barabbas' aimless wanderings and 
questions, such as "Why did he (Jesus) 
have to die? Why did he die in my 
place? What had he done to deserve 
death?" 
Later in the afternoon Sharon con-
fronted Kenny and said, "Kenny, 
we're going to have to do something to 
change our marriage. I just can't bear 
to live under these conditions." Kenny 
replied that he had tried to change but 
nothing seemed to last. Sharon asked 
him to try Jesus and his strength, and 
at that point Kenny asked her to pray 
with him. As he gave his heart to 
Christ Kenny knew that his faith had 
been rewarded with an immediate 
peace. When he testified in the Sunday 
evening service the church openly wept 
for joy along with him. 
Kenny's life was changed. He 
noticed that all of nature looked 
different, " A n d behold all things 
became new" is his living experience. 
Sharon indicated it was like going 
from "Saul to Paul." While for some 
new Christians old habits may linger, 
for Kenny the desire for tobacco and 
alcohol immediately left him. He 
began seeking a deeper walk with 
Jesus as Bible study and prayer 
became central to his new life in 
Christ. Their home and family life 
began to blossom. When Kenny was 
bapt ized by in te r im-pas to r J im 
Stauffer in 1977, Mark requested bap-
tism as well, and soon after, at the age 
of five years Paul confessed his sins 
and asked Jesus to come into his heart. 
The Jones family is part of the body 
of Christ now. As head usher of 
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Religious News 
Charles Christano, New World 
Conference President 
The general council of the Mennonite 
W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e e lec ted C h a r l e s 
Christano as president for a six-year term 
extending to 1984. Christano, 39 years old, 
is a leader in the Chinese Mennonite 
Conference of Java. He was elected from a 
list of three nominees for the office. P. J . 
Malagar of India and Henrique Ens of 
Brazil were nominated from the floor. 
T h e c o u n c i l a l s o s u p p o r t e d t h e 
recommendation of the nominating com-
mittee to appoint Paul N. Kraybill as 
executive secretary for a six-year term. 
This recommendation was made on the 
basis of careful consultation with members 
of the council. 
The council adopted a budget of $50,000 
for 1979 and set the quota of support at 20 
cents per member (if possible) with a 
minimum of one cent per member f rom all 
conferences having membership on the 
council. 
Tentative plans were made to convene 
the 1981 meeting of the council in East 
Africa and the 11th World Conference 
assembly in Europe in 1984. 
Other officers were elected as follows: 
Vice-president for Africa—Philemon 
Kumalo 
Vice-president for Asia—P.J . Malagar 
Vice-president for South and Central 
America—Raul Rosado Ortiz 
Vice-president for Europe and first 
vice-president—Carl Brusewitz 
Vice-president for North America— 
Marvin Hein 
Recording secretary—Robert Kreider 
Members at large—Gerhard Ratzlaff, 
Newton Gingrich 
These and the president and executive 
secretary will make up the executive com-
mittee. 
(A more complete report of the Men-
nonite World Conference will appear in 
the September 10 issue.) 
Transformation 
f r o m page six 
B e u l a h C h a p e l , K e n n y ' s firm 
handshake, warm smile and joyous 
"Praise the Lord" reaffirm the miracle 
that God performed in his life just 
fifteen months ago. Sharon teaches a 
Sunday school class and is a member 
of the church board. She also is the 
leader of the Pioneer Girls Club at 
Beulah Chapel . As a family the 
parents and children contribute to the 
weekly life of the local church, and 
also carry a deep concern for the 
conversion of members in Sharon's 
and Kenny's families. 
Canadian Mennonite Brethren 
Conference Speaker Suggests 
Joining Brethren in Christ 
While the Brethren in Christ were 
mee t ing in the i r 200th A n n i v e r s a r y 
Conference, the Canadian Mennoni te 
Brethren were meeting, July 1-4, two 
thousand miles away in Three Hills, Alber-
ta, in their 67th annual Convention. 
Among other items on the agenda was a 
study paper on "The Mennonite Brethren 
as a Believers' Church: Past, Present and 
Future ," read by John Redekop. He 
e x a m i n e d t h e M e n n o n i t e B r e t h r e n 
Church's place in the believers' church 
tradition and raised what has become 
among Canadian Mennonite Brethren a 
rather thorny issue: "Does the Mennonite 
label load the church with too much ethnic 
and cultural baggage?" 
Redekop, who is a professor of political 
science at Wilfred Laurier University 
contends that it does. He then urged that a 
new name be attempted and a new alliance 
formed. "Since the Kauffman-Harder 
study [Anabaptist Four Centuries Later] 
suggests we are very close to the Brethren 
in Christ, why not . . . look into the 
feasibility of uniting with them? They 
could join us and we could assume their 
name!" 
Redekop found few takers for the idea of 
union but his paper did focus the discus-
sion period towards the name-identity 
issue. 
The Canadian Mennonite Brethren are 
largely of Russian Mennonite origin. The 
membership of the Canadian Conference 
is twenty thousand. Their giving during 
1977 averaged $503 per member. 
Judge Holds Worship Services 
In Pentagon Unconstitutional 
A federal judge has ruled that religious 
services held in the Pentagon concourse 
area, a public place, violate the First 
Amendment 's guarantee of separation of 
church and state. Judge Quin Elson of 
Magistrate's Court in Alexandria, Va., 
said religious services could be held in a 
room or auditorium "as opposed to an 
area near commercial shops and the Metro 
subway." 
Pentagon officials are studying the 
possible effect of Judge Elson's ruling on 
the Pentagon Pulpit Program, which was 
started in 1942 by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and which has included speakers 
such as the evangelist Billy Graham, 
Catholic Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, and 
Norman Vincent Peale. 
Holdeman Mennonites Expand 
School Systems in Kansas 
To protect their children from the 
"worldliness" of public schools, Holdeman 
Mennoni te will open new schools at 
Hesston and Burns in central Kansas in the 
fall. Six other schools have been es-
tablished within the last three years. 
Holdeman Mennonites have called the 
public schools too worldly, said Muriel 
Wolfersperger, clerk of the Peabody-Burns 
public school board and finance director. 
In Kansas they must obey a state law 
which requires all children to attend public 
or private schools until age 16. 
Evangelism a Major Goal 
Of Charismatic Meeting 
Some 16,000 Roman Catholic members 
of the charismatic movement will meet at 
the University of Notre Dame, South 
Bend, Ind., to study more effective ways of 
evangelizing their fellow Amer icans . 
Noting the "You shall be my witnesses" 
theme of the national conference, Catholic 
charismatic leader Kevin Ranagan said 
that interest in evangelism is growing in 
the Catholic Church at large. 
C a t h o l i c l eade r s who in the pas t 
emphasized caring for the immigrants and 
building a strong Church in America now 
are "starting to turn outward and bring 
the Christian message to their fellow 
Americans," Mr. Ranagan said in an 
i n t e r v i e w . " I t ' s o n e of t he m a j o r 
characteristics of this outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit that people are impelled by the 
love of Christ to share the good news of 
Jesus with others." 
26 Religious Leaders Visit Carter, 
Back U.S. Aid to World Needy 
Twenty-six religious leaders met with 
President Carter and other Administration 
officials at the White House to express 
their support for U.S. development aid for 
the poor around the world. 
Meeting with the President at his invita-
tion on the eve of a House of Represen-
tatives vote on foreign-assistance legisla-
tion, they declared that "it is of the essence 
of the biblical faith which we share that the 
religious community stand with those who 
are the poorest and most vulnerable 
members of society." 
During the meeting, President Carter 
told the religious leaders, " A s a political 
leader myself and also a deeply religious 
person, I feel a special responsibility to 
share with you." He declared that "what 
we have to do is deal with our fellow 
human beings in the less developed world 
in such a way that they trust us. 
Hare Krishna Giving Up Shaved Heads 
For More Modish Western Appearance 
Shaved heads and sandles are out. Suits 
and ties are in. 
While Americans are trying to look 
rumpled and wrinkled for the sake of 
fashion, Hare Krishna members have 
abandoned their easily wrinkled robes for 
the pressed, polished look of an American 
businessman. The International Society of 
Krishna Consciousness, official name of 
the group, has decided that their colorful 
orange and yellow robes, seen on busy 
sidewalks and in airports, have set up 
"barr iers" between them and the public. 
The sincerity and devotion of each tem-
ple is measured in the number of books 
given for donation each year. It 's a kind of 
transcendental competition. Hare Krishna 
members believe in reincarnation and if 
one doesn ' t progress spiritually in a 
lifetime, he or she may "regress" to a 
lower state in the next life. Therefore, 
"there 's a strong sense of urgency" in 
spreading the Vedic message which the 
organization is based on. 
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Left to right; front row: Dorothy Sherk, Daniel Mwaanga, Dorica Mwaanga, Joan Wenger; 
second row: Marian Musser, Takanobu Tojo, J. Wilmer Heisey, Hirotoshi Hashimoto, 
Richard Long, Philip Dube, Iddo Kumalo, Ross Nigh; third row: Masaharu Okano, John A. 
Byers, Harvey Sider, Marlin Zook, Arthur Climenhaga, David Climenhaga; back rows, 
standing: John Zercher, Hem K. Paul, John Sider, Teresa Palacios, Enrique Palacios, Bert 
Sider, Jonathan Mwaalu, Don Shafer, Jacob Muchimba, Erwin Thomas, Jonah Munsanje, 
Jane Kumalo. Alvin Book, P. M. Kumalo, and Roy Sider. Not included in the photograph were 
Earl and Lois Musser who served as hosts for the overseas representatives. 
Brethren in Christ Fellowships Meet 
The Thursday evening and Friday following General 
Conference was the occasion of an historic meeting in the 
life of the Brethren in Christ. Representatives of Brethren 
in Christ churches from seven nations and six fellowships 
met together for conversation, prayer, and fellowship. P. 
M. Kumalo served as chairman of the meeting. 
The Findings Committee's Report is presented below to 
share with the church the spirit and the contents of this 
meeting. The Findings Committee was chaired by Jacob 
Muchimba. Other members were Hirotoshi Hashimoto, 
Hem K. Paul, Marian Musser, and John Zercher. 
Findings Committee Report 
The library of the Grantham, Pennsylvania, Brethren in 
Christ Church provided the setting for an historic meeting 
of thirty brethren and sisters from Brethren in Christ 
Fellowships around the world. Six Fellowships were 
represented: India, Japan, Nicaragua, Rhodesia, United 
Sta tes-Canada , and Zambia . Cuba, although not 
represented by a national, was not forgotten, as Ross 
Nigh, who had recently visited the church in Cuba, 
reported on the Brethren in Christ Church there. 
The fellowship was genuine. The conversation was open 
and exciting. The desire to be Brethren in Christ was 
balanced by the need to be identified with the culture in 
which each Fellowship has been created and to which it 
must minister. The need to be a church which is both 
national as well as Brethren in Christ was expressed. 
There was consensus that the needs of each national 
church vary the one from the other. This consensus 
extended to the recognition that it is the national church 
rather than the older church in North America which can 
and should determine what these needs are. 
With one voice the younger churches identified the 
training of church leadership (pastors and Bible teachers) 
and the nurture of the membership as needs of highest 
priority. This calls for the resources of all Fellowships to 
be available to each Fellowship for this training ministry. 
This need for training and the need of resources to make 
this training a reality were directed to the older fellowships 
where certain of these resources lie. This training should 
include Bible, theology, and instruction in how a person 
relates to his peers in the exercise of leadership. 
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Education—secular and Christian—continues to be felt 
as an important need for several of the Fellowships. 
Personnel required varies with the national situation: 
Zambia has need of and offers opportunities for English-
speaking teachers at the secondary and teacher training 
level. Messiah College, as well as Messiah College faculty, 
were seen as resources for the training of teachers and 
pastors—nationals could come to Messiah; Messiah facul-
ty could give a ministry to the national church. 
Although a spiritual ministry and a social ministry 
should go hand in hand, the need to give priority to a 
spiritual ministry was sounded clearly in the discussion. 
The urgency of the need should determine the priority 
given to it. For example, India's economic poverty 
presents its own unique need. 
From the beginning of our time together, the desire to 
be Brethren in Christ was clearly expressed. The dialogue 
revealed a growing awareness by the younger churches 
that the Brethren in Christ understanding of the Christian 
faith includes a Christian response to violence not shared 
by all churches. It is the Brethren in Christ understanding 
that the Bible teaches the rejection of the use of violence by 
Christians. It was stated that the teaching of nonresistance 
had not been a distinct part of the initial message of 
Brethren in Christ missions. As a result, the younger 
national churches have not formulated an official position 
relating to military service and the state. (It was pointed 
out that the church in Nicaragua, the youngest of the 
Fellowships present, has included this teaching as part of 
the gospel message.) 
The need for mutual counsel and mutual respect in 
coming to terms with this new insight of faithfulness to the 
Bible as it applies to present problems faced by the 
younger churches, particularly Zambia and Rhodesia, was 
recognized. 
The role of a missionary in the life of an emerging 
church, and indeed in the starting and developing of a new 
work, was spoken to with much candor. It was pointed out 
that the task to which a missionary is sent needs to be 
clearly defined. The role of a missionary must vary with 
the needs and demands of the setting into which he is 
placed. The role may take on, among others, one of these 
three forms: Leadership, Resource, Co-worker. 
When the missionary's role is seen as leadership, it 
should be exercised in the Christian understanding, rather 
than the world's understanding, of the term. Leadership 
needs to be exercised in a manner appropriate to the 
culture in which it seeks to function. 
There was a strong emphasis upon the missionary 
having a working use of the language of the people among 
whom he ministers. In addition to a degree of fluency in 
the language, the expatriate must have a knowledge of and 
an appreciation for the culture within which he or she will 
be working. 
The Brethren in Christ Fellowships need to grow in 
knowledge of the biblical truth of the church being the 
body of Christ. Each Fellowship has gifts to give. Each has 
need to receive. It is in giving and receiving that the body is 
strengthened and made effective in ministry. It was stated 
by a representative of the church in North America that 
the North America Fellowships need to be made aware of 
cultural patterns, which, when seen from the perspective of 
other national Fellowships, appear to be sinful. This was 
seen as a mutual ministry as each Fellowship shares 
insights with the other Fellowships in areas where we may 
be blinded by our culture. 
Outreach into new fields and into new ministries was 
seen as a worldwide brotherhood effort. This is in contrast 
to outreach seen as primarily a North America task. 
Consultation with and cooperation by the worldwide 
Fellowship in future outreach was affirmed. Where new 
fields or ministries should be opened; how they should be 
opened; what the ministry should be; and the form it 
should take are necessary questions to ask as future plans 
are made. The counsel of all the Fellowships should be 
sought, respected and tested. 
It was observed that it would be less than wise to neglect 
a young church, which may still require the support of 
older Fellowships, in the interest of beginning a new work 
which may have more constituent appeal. The statement 
was made that support needs to be withdrawn wisely if a 
young church is to mature. There was the perceptive 
observation that it may be necessary for a church to "die" 
as support is withdrawn and then be "resurrected" to a 
new sense of identity and a new life of maturity. 
The suggestion was offered that as one of the younger 
churches ventures in outreach this may be the occasion of 
"encouraging one another to good works" and thus 
challenge other Fellowships in an outreach ministry. 
Administrative patterns were the focus of concern for 
representatives of the younger churches. It was stated that 
there has been a pattern of money following the mis-
sionary. This was illustrated by observing that when the 
missionary is serving in an office on a mission field, 
support for the missionary and for the office comes largely 
from the sending church. When the missionary returns 
home and a national fills the same office, the money 
previously available is no longer available. 
Representatives from the younger churches made the 
distinction between the office-oriented missionary (one 
whose point of reference is the home office) and the field-
oriented missionary (one whose point of reference is the 
church with which he now works). 
The training of nationals by missionaries must include 
more than telling and showing. Responsibility must be 
made an integral part of the training experience. 
Missionaries should also counsel with their national co-
workers in the developing of administrative patterns and 
structures to be certain that these patterns and structures 
are useable by the church when it assumes responsibility 
upon the departure of the missionary. 
The vision was shared of an international newsletter to 
help the Fellowships feel a part of the Brethren in Christ 
and to learn what is happening and what each is doing and 
planning. The possibility of a youth exchange program 
between and among the national churches was proposed. 
Such an exchange may qualify for government funding or 
it could be a youth project in which youth would raise the 
funds required. 
The representatives of the North America Fellowship 
expressed sympathy and understanding with the younger 
churches who may be finding the institutions bequeathed 
to them more of a burden than a blessing. The group 
affirmed that institutions are not eternal but will pass 
away. If, in the ferment of the times, this passing away is 
sooner rather than later, this reality should be recognized 
without judgment being made of the leadership or of the 
church under which these changes occur. 
to page eleven 
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JAPAN: Report of 1978 KIYO Camp 
"I found the Holy Spirit 
ruled the service . . ." 
Yukiko Yamamoto 
May 29 and 30, were the 4th Kiyo 
church meeting for the children from 
Elementary school to Junior High 
Marlin Zook and Takanobu Tojo 
checking Bible passages before the start of 
the Sunday morning worship service. 
school. About 100 people in all 
gathered together from the Brethren in 
Christ churches in Yamaguchi prefec-
ture. Sixty of them were children. Ten 
children came to church for the first 
time. 
Mr. Kaneshige (formerly of Hagi) serv-
ing as guest speaker. 
The beautiful beach at Kiyo, facing 
the Japan Sea, made the children 
forget everything of their ordinary 
lives and they wanted to be free on the 
sands. As soon as we arrived the 
children ran to the seashore. The 
ladies ran to the kitchen for making 
Chili Con Carni learned from Mrs. 
Zook. How surprised and sorry we 
were that Mrs. Zook cut 10 kilograms 
of onions into pieces with tears of love! 
At 4:00 p.m. all gathered in a hall of 
the new second building. The young 
people led hymns for us. Mr. Kane-
shige who was a member in Hagi 
before he moved to Yamaguchi City 
was invited to speak to the children. 
We adults also enjoyed and learned a 
lot from his teaching. He told Genesis 
I using flannel pictures and also 
Fellowship time following the meal. 
showed unseen strength by an experi-
ment of an egg on the glass of milk. 
Especially his ventriloquism was ex-
cellent. (Not only the children but also 
the adults enjoyed seeing a doll as if 
the doll could speak and answer freely 
and sing songs.) 
The Lord prepared a couple, Mr. 
and Mrs. Nobuta, for the evening 
camp fire. They were once in Mr. 
Zook's English class. The husband 
helped the young men who were 
responsible for the camp fire. The 
children were happy to sing, dance, 
and play around the fire. We thanked 
God for the blessed first day. 
On Sunday morning we attended 
service smelling the pine trees around 
there. Mr. Zook spoke to us about a 
contract. We read Psalms 35 and 
understood the contract between God 
and Abraham and friendship between 
Jonathan and David. The message 
Serving food for the camp, left to right: 
Mrs. Hori and Mrs. Yamamoto, both from 
Shimonoseki; and Mrs. Nishimura from 
Nagato. Mrs. Yamamoto is the author of 
the article. 
continued that human beings could 
make a contract with God by Jesus' 
blood, and if we receive Jesus in our 
minds, we could have God's contract 
and are given true courage. I felt the 
Holy Spirit ruled the service and 
Jesus' love flowed into each mind. The 
gospel message was strongly felt by 
Mr. and Mrs. Nobuta because they 
had had much pain from their best 
friend and had not slept for several 
days before coming to the camp. 
After the service three persons had 
their baptism at the sea. Mr. Shinji 
Imamura is a university student and a 
leader of Y .M.C.A. Miss Yasue 
Nishizawa is a young lady who 
graduated from a mission university 
this spring. M r s . A k i m o t o is a 
member of the ladies group. We were 
impressed with these person's testi-
monies. New ones and even old ones 
where cleaned again. We were so glad 
to be in Jesus together and recognized 
God's contract with us. 
Miss Nishizawa, one of the three persons 
receiving baptism, leads the singing. 
This year at Kiyo we had the nicest 
time till now. We thank God that Mr. 
and Mrs. Nobuta are coming to God's 
plan. They told Mr. Tojo that they 
would like to think the new way to live 
which is different from the old days. 
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T h o s e g a t h e r e d fo r th i s fe l lowship 
a f f i r m e d w i t h g r a t i t u d e t h e H o l y 
S p i r i t ' s s end ing of t h e vision which 
b r o u g h t us t o g e t h e r . 
W e a f f i rm the onenes s which we 
have in C h r i s t a n d which we have as 
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t . 
W e a f f i r m o u r need fo r each o t h e r in 
counse l , in e n c o u r a g e m e n t , a n d in 
p r a y e r a n d w e a f f i rm the g i f t s which 
m a k e such s h a r i n g possible . 
W e a f f i rm with t h a n k s g i v i n g the 
p r e s e n c e of G o d in ou r mids t as t he 
t r u t h w a s s p o k e n in l o v e a n d 
d i f f e r e n c e s of l a n g u a g e a n d c u l t u r e 
b e c a m e s u b o r d i n a t e to o u r onenes s in 
C h r i s t . 
W e sense t h a t this mee t ing , e igh ty 
y e a r s t o t h e d a y on which the f i rs t 
m i s s i o n a r y p a r t y a r r ived a t w h a t is 
now M a t o p o M i s s i o n , cou ld be t he 
beg inn ing of a new e r a in B r e t h r e n in 
C h r i s t m i s s ions a n d evange l i sm. W e 
have b e c o m e a w a r e t h a t we h a v e 
m u t u a l needs a n d m u t u a l g i f t s a n d 
t h a t we t ru ly need each o t h e r . 
W e recal l t h a t o u r L o r d p r o m i s e d 
t h a t t h e very g a t e s of Hel l wou ld give 
w a y b e f o r e his c h u r c h . In con f idence 
of t h a t p r o m i s e — t h o s e of us g a t h e r e d 
here , r ep re sen t a t i ve s of t he W o r l d w i d e 
F e l l o w s h i p of the B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t , 
p r a y e r f u l l y p l edge in t he power of t he 
H o l y Sp i r i t t o t o g e t h e r c o n f r o n t the 
p o w e r s of d a r k n e s s a n d d e a t h wi th 
C h r i s t ' s m e s s a g e of l ight a n d life. 
Church News 
Births 
Breneman: Jessica Lynn, born June 24, 
to Earl and Connie Breneman, Manor 
congregation, Pa. 
Houck: Timothy James, born June 20, 
to Mr . and Mrs. James Houck, Amherst 
congregation, Oh. 
Potteiger: Andrea Nicole, born June 4, 
to Gary and Nancy (Bowers) Potteiger, 
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Sands: Olivia Marie, born June 20, to 
Robert and Darlene Sands, Manor con-
gregation, Pa. 
Shirk: Kevin William, born June 3, to 
Barry and Bonnie Shirk, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Snyder: Charles Luther, III, born June 
20, to Charles and Lucy Snyder, Manor 
congregation, Pa. 
Tomchick: Billy John, born June 25, to 
Francis J . and Georgeanna (Weiser) 
Tomchick, Shermans Valley congregation, 
Pa. 
• 
Winger: Alison Rhea, born June 22, to 
Glen and Barbara Winger, Bertie con-
gregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Ebersole-Eby: Sarah Ann, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin C. Eby, Mohnton, 
Pa., and W. Daniel, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wayne F. Ebersole, Palmyra, Pa., June 3, 
in the Akron Mennonite Church with Rev. 
Truman Brunk officiating. 
F a g g - S t u m p : S o n j a , d a u g h t e r of 
Harvey and Lorraine Stump, and Robert 
A., son of Howard and Edith Fagg, Jan. 
28, in the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Carl Stump, grand-
father of the bride, and Rev. Glenn Ginder 
officiating. 
Grove-Charles: Margaret , daughter of 
M r . a n d M r s . M e l v i n C h a r l e s , 
Washington Boro, Pa., and Jay E., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter W. Grove, Shippen-
burg, Pa. , July 8, in the Lancas ter 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Avery Musser officiating. 
Hade-Rice: Cheryl, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Burnell Rice, Waynesboro, Pa., 
and Orville, son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Hade, Sr., Fairfield, Pa., July 8, in the 
Fairview Avenue Brethren in Chr is t 
Church with uncle of the bride, Rev. James 
Esh, and brother-in-law of the groom, 
Rev. Verle Brubaker, officiating. 
Hontz-Musser: Shirley, daughter of 
Ray and Fern Musser, and David, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hontz, Jan. 6, in the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Paul Hontz, brother of the groom, 
and Rev. Robert Hempy officiating. 
Hovey-May: Sandra, daughter of John 
and Billie May, and Mitchell, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Hovey, June 23, in the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Robert Hempy officiating. 
Kaufman-Hock: Brenda J., daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hock, and Steven 
H., son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kaufman, 
both of Shippensburg, Pa., June 24, in the 
Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Avery Musser officiating. 
Lawless-Eyer: Debra, daughter of Fred 
and Donna Eyer, and Kevin, son of Mr . 
and Mrs. Michael Lawless, July 15, in the 
home of the bride with Rev. Robert Hem-
py officiating. 
Musser-Stump: J u d y , d a u g h t e r of 
Harvey and Lorraine Stump, and Mike, 
son of Alvin and Hope Musser, Dec. 30, 
1977, in the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Carl Stump, grand-
father of the bride, and Rev. Robert 
Hempy officiating. 
Stout-Fink: Linda D. Fink, Saxton, 
Pa., and Bernard P. Stout, Hopewell, Pa., 
June 17, in the Shermans Valley Brethren 
in Chris t Church with Rev. Earl J . 
Lehman officiating. 
Walkemeyer-Harshman: Debra, daugh-
ter of Bill and Doris Harshman, and 
Lawrence Walkemeyer, son of Dr. and 
Mrs. Royce Snook, June 3, in the Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church with father of 
the groom and Rev. Rober Hempy 
officiating. 
Wenger-Roth: Robin D., daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Roth, and Mervin 
K., son of Mrs. Mary Wenger and the late 
Henry Wenger, both of Manheim, Pa., 
May 27, in the Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. James Travis and 
Bishop Henry Ginder officiating. 
Wenger-Stoner: Cheryl Lynn, daughter 
of Mrs. Brenda Stoner, Indianapolis, In., 
and Garry, son of Mr . and Mrs. Byron 
Wenger, Clayton, Ohio, May 13, in the 
Old Bethel United Methodist Church, 
Indianapolis, In. 
Obituaries 
Asper: Dale Asper, born March 13, 
1937, died Jan. 19, 1978. He was the son of 
the late John S. Asper and Velma M. 
Asper Stump. He was married to Grace 
Ginder Asper who survives. Also surviving 
are a daughter, Doleen G.; and two sons: 
Duane N. and Darren J. He was a member 
of the G r a n t h a m Brethren in Chris t 
Church where the funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. Robert Ives and Rev. 
Merle Brubaker. Interment was in the Air 
Hill Cemetery. 
Byers: Following an extended illness 
Ruth Viola Byers went quietly to her 
reward, June 21, 1978. She was the wife of 
Rev. Charlie B. Byers, bishop of the 
Atlantic Conference, Brethren in Christ 
Church. Sister Byers was born February 
23, 1908, and was a life long member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church and for the past 
eleven years a member of the Elizabeth-
town, Pa., congregation. 
In addition to her husband she is sur-
vived by three sons: Nelson, Charlie, Jr. , 
and Ivan; a daughter, Ruth Ann Shelly; 
and six grandchi ldren. A son, Joel , 
preceded her in death. 
The funeral service was held June 24, in 
the Chambersburg Church, where she with 
her husband, served for many years as the 
pastoral family. 
Rev. Elbert N. Smith, pastor of the 
Elizabethtown Church, was in charge of 
the funeral service. He was assisted by 
Bishop Henry A. Ginder, long time friend 
and associate of Bishop Byers; and Bishop 
R. Donald Shafer, chairman of the Board 
of Bishops. Bishop Shafer spoke words of 
tribute on behalf of the Board of Bishops. 
Interment was in the Air Hill cemetery. 
S i s t e r B y e r s ' i n f l uence was f e l t 
throughout the church as a strong support 
of her husband's ministry and for the 
gracious hospitality of their home. A 
memorial has been created for the Gospel 
Tide Hour in her honor. 
DuPont: Robert DuPont, Massillon, 
Oh., died July 19, 1978, at the age of 80. 
He was married to Katherine Schwartz 
who survives. He is also survived by a 
to page fourteen 
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"Where do all the footprints go?" 
"Here 's another one!" 
The children at the 1978 General 
Conference soon discovered that the 
footprints on the floors in Kline Hall 
led to Room 10 where they discovered 
even more footprints. 
Since this was the denomination's 
200th anniversary, it seemed ap-
propriate that the children should 
learn more of their heritage too. So we 
used the theme "We Follow On" and 
supported it with Bible stories and 
church history. These were organized 
around the church symbol. 
Monday, we studied the cross, using 
I John 1:7 as our memory verse. Then 
the story of "Asa Bearss, Pioneer in 
Brethren in Christ Sunday Schools" 
supported the emphasis our church 
places on salvation. 
Tuesday, we concentrated on the 
dove as a symbol of the Holy Spirit 
and of peace. Bishop Swalm shared 
with 150 children his experiences in 
prison as a result of his convictions 
against service in the Canadian army. 
12 
Wednesday, our emphasis was on 
the basin and towel, symbolizing 
Christian service. Our memory verse 
was Matthew 4:19, "Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men." After 
Ruth Lehman told the story of 
Frances Davidson, her great niece 
Edith Davidson answered questions 
for the children. Many of the children 
heard The Everywhere Missionary, 
story of Jesse Engle, for the first time. 
At Jesse Engle's farewell service, A. 
D. M. Dyck, who was three years old, 
sat on Jesse Engle's knee and told him 
that he wanted to be a missionary too. 
Brother Dyck, now a veteran mis-
sionary, shared items from India with 
the children. The story of Myron 
T a y l o r ' s d e a t h in A f r i c a w a s 
dramatized by showing the marked 
gun stock which is housed in the 
Archives in the Learning Resources 
Center. Myron Taylor's great grand-
daughter, Sara Wingert, was one of 
the 130 children who heard that story. 
Each child had an opportunity to 
trace his footprint on construction 
paper each day. Then with magic 
markers he could be creative with the 
church symbol or story images that 
were important to him that day. 
Throughout the week each child 
made two pet rocks—or paper 
weights. This process included paint-
ing two stones, mod podging them, 
pasting on a Brethren in Christ an-
niversary seal, more mod podging, and 
then gluing felt to the bottom of the 
stones. 
On Thursday morning, 115 of us 
went to Messiah Village where we 
presented a program for the residents, 
had a tour of the building, and ate 
lunch in their dining room. Each resi-
dent received a paper weight, a hug, 
and a kiss from one of the children. 
What a beautiful blend of age groups! 
Other group activities included a 
tour of the Archives, a tour of the 
Heritage Festival, and a hike led by 
D r . K e n n e t h H o o v e r , S e v e r a l 
filmstrips from the "Parables from 
Nature" series helped develop the 
emphasis for each day. Favorite songs 
were " T h e Butterfly Song," " A 
Christian's Belief," and "Thou Art a 
Wonderful God." 
We still follow on. Footprints are a 
reminder of God's love for us in 
sending Jesus Christ; of Jesus' love for 
us in living an exemplary life and in 
dying for us; of the love of our church 
in its desire to serve God and the 
community; and of our love for others 
whom we meet daily. The Brethren in 
Christ Church needs many little foot-
prints. But those making them are 
following larger ones. 
The writer, Audrey Brubaker, and her 
husband Ken had charge of the children's 
program at General Conference. In a 
letter, she registers "delight in the oppor-
tunity to work with such a rewarding and 
inspiring group of children—from many 
different states and countries." 
Evangelical Visitor 
w mjjttt , c K 
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The quizzing at General Conference 
proved to be an exciting conclusion to 
this year's competition. Six teams 
came to Conference representing four 
different regional conferences. They 
were the Antrim and Hollowell teams 
from the Allegheny Conference, the 
Lancaster and Pequea teams from the 
Atlantic Conference, the Wainfleet 
team from the Canadian Conference, 
and the Springfield team from the 
Central Conference. 
These six teams entered into a 
round robin competition on Tuesday 
of General Conference. Each team 
had the opportunity to quiz against 
each of the other teams. Following this 
round of competition the top four 
teams moved into a double elimina-
tion contest which was held on 
Wednesday. At that time Hollowell, 
Lancaster, Pequea, and Wainfleet 
quizzed against each other. In double 
e l imina t ion quizzing each t eam 
quizzes until they have suffered two 
losses. At the end of five quizzes 
Hollowell emerged with no losses and 
August 25,1978 
Left top: A Pequea quizzer ponders an answer as the opposing Springfield 
team waits out the longest minutes. 
Right: Springfield quizzers(left) and Pequea team members (right) pause 
for a break in the playoffs. 
Left: A Hollowell quizzer contributes twenty points toward a final victory 
over Lancaster (left). 
I know the answer, if I could just 
think of the question 
Conference Quizzing 
the Lancaster team with one loss. 
The final competition took place 
W e d n e s d a y even ing b e f o r e t he 
Conference body. This large audience 
was excited and ready for this con-
cluding quiz. We also had perhaps the 
largest listening audience for a final 
quiz that we have ever had; the quiz 
was broadcast live over radio station 
WKSL, in Greencastle, Pennsylvania. 
The live broadcasting went to increase 
the excitement of the evening. This 
final quiz moved rather directly. The 
Hollowell team was able to build a 
substantial lead and moved to victory. 
Since they had had no losses up to that 
point Hollowell became the cham-
pionship team for the year. 
A number of individuals received 
special recognition in this year's quiz 
competition. The high score quizzers 
for each of the teams were Antrim, 
Jay Brubaker; Springfield, Anita 
Waldron; Pequea, Lorene Wingert; 
Wainfleet, Nancy Peterman; Lan-
caster, Polly Faulkner; and Hollowell, 
Bryan Sollenberger. The quizzers also 
voted among themselves for those they 
considered to be outstanding in this 
year's quiz competition. Four young 
people were so close in the number of 
votes received that they each were 
given special recognition. These four 
ou ts tanding quizzers were Polly 
Faulkner, Joyce Peterman, Bryan 
Sollenberger, and Loren Wingert. 
There were excit ing momen t s 
throughout this competition, times 
when spectators sat on the edge of 
their seats waiting for decisions to be 
made or for an answer to be given 
once a quizzer had already jumped. 
All in all, it seemed to us who were 
involved with these young people that 
the Lord was again mightily using His 
Word. One young person commented 
that she could not believe the Bible 
knowledge the quizzers displayed as 
they jumped quickly on questions, 
finished the question, and then gave 
the right answer. We praise the Lord 
for this kind of understanding and 
know that God's Word will not be 




f r o m p a g e eleven 
daughter: Mrs. Ina Zook; and two 
grandchildren. He was a member of the 
Sippo Valley Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral service was conducted in the 
Gordon-Sha idnag le -Hol l inger Funera l 
Home by Rev. Marion Berg. Interment 
was in the Rose Hill Memorial Park. 
Gingerich: Emerson Lloyd Gingerich, 
Kitchener, Ont., died May 29, 1978, at the 
age of 58. He is survived by his mother, 
Mrs. S. Strieker; wife, Mayme Nigh; two 
sons: James and David; a brother; and a 
step-sister. The funeral service was con-
ducted in the Edward R. Good Funeral 
Home by Rev. W. A. McNeill. Interment 
was in the Parkview Cemetery, Waterloo. 
Hess: Mrs. Iva V. Hess, Waynesboro, 
Pa., born Feb. 4, 1890, died Aug. 9, 1978. 
She was the daughter of David F. and 
Laura A. (Hol l inger) Kipe. She was 
married to Herman A. Hess who preceded 
her in death in June, 1964. She is survived 
by four daughters: Mrs. Helen M. Scott, 
Mrs. Eva L. Rowe, Mrs. Lauretta Pollock, 
and Mrs. Lois J . Heintzelman; six sons: 
Ernest F., Kenneth H„ Ralph O., Dr. 
Carroll V., Rev. Robert W „ and Roy L.; 
34 grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren; 
a brother; and a sister. She was a member 
of the Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was conducted 
in the Grove Funeral Home by Rev. Virgil 
Books and Rev. Lynn Thrush. Interment 
was in the Ringgold Cemetery. 
Frymire: Vernon Henry Frymire, Sr., 
born March 30, 1901, near Hope, Kan., 
died March 31, 1978 in Thomas, Ok. He 
was the son of John and Emma Frymire. 
He was married to Mamie R. Eyster who 
preceded him in death on July 19, 1968. He 
then married Mary Davidson who sur-
vives. He is also survived by two sons: 
Vernon, Jr . , and Donald; a daughter, Nina 
Faye Brandt; nine grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren. He was a member of 
the Bethany Brethren in Christ Church 
were he served for many years as a deacon, 
and as a trustee. The funeral service was 
conducted in the Bethany Church by Rev. 
Charles Rickel and Rev. Henry Landis. 
Interment was in the Bethany Cemetery. 
Kern: Chester L. Kern, Harrisburg, 
Pa., born March 3, 1907 in Boaroaks, 
Kansas , died M a y 15, 1978, in the 
Harrisburg Hospital. He was the son of 
Samuel and Mary Haldeman Kern. He is 
survived by his wife, Beulah Asper Kern; a 
bro ther , Ervin S.; and three sisters: 
Rosella, Pearl, and Mrs. Lilly Flater. The 
funeral service was officiated by Rev. Gene 
B. Burnes in the Harrisburg Brethren in 
Christ Church. Interment was in the Air 
Hill Cemetery. 
Lenker: Mrs. Verna May Lenker, born 
June 9, 1931, died May 25, 1978 in the 
Harrisburg Hospital. She was married to 
Warren T. Lenker who survives. Also 
surviving are her mother, Mrs. Barbara K. 
Hammaker ; five nephews. She was a 
Ohmer U. Herr 
1896-1978 
Herr: Rev. Ohmer U. Herr, Clayton, 
Ohio, went to be with the Lord on June 21, 
1978. He was born February 4, 1896, the 
son of Levi and Iva Herr. He accepted 
Christ as his Savior when he was nine 
years old, and joined the Brethren in Christ 
Church at ten. Cleansed and filled with the 
Holy Spirit, he lived his whole life for the 
Lord. 
He was married to Rozella Boyer on 
January 1, 1925. He was ordained to the 
ministry in the Brethren in Christ Church 
at 31 years of age, serving the Lord as one 
of the ministers of (and later pastor of) the 
Fairview Brethren in Chris t Church , 
Englewood, Ohio, where he ministered for 
more than 30 years. Subsequently he 
served as pastor of the Dayton (Valley 
Street) Brethren in Christ Church for a 
short time, and for the last nearly 20 years 
as pastor of the Dayton Mission on Her-
man Avenue. 
For many years he served on General 
Conference boards and committees, most 
notably the Publication Board, General 
Conference P rog ram Commit tee , and 
Board for Young People's Work. Sur-
viving are his wife and the following 
children: Samuel, Grace Holland, Ruth 
Pawelski, and Paul; he is also survived by 
16 g r a n d c h i l d r e n , and th ree g r e a t -
grandchildren. 
Funeral services were held on June 26, 
1978, at the Dayton Mission in charge of 
Rev. William Engle, with Rev. Emanuel 
Rohrer preaching the funeral sermon, 
followed by services at the old Fairview 
Church (where Rev. Herr ministered for 
many years), with Bishop David E. 
Climenhaga in charge, and Rev. William 
Engle preaching the funeral sermon. Inter-
ment was in the Fairview Cemetery, direct-
ly across Union Road from the old Fair-
view Church. 
member of the Free Grace Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral service was 
conducted in the Mechanicsburg Brethren 
in Christ Church by Rev. Charles Burgard 
and Rev. Luke Keefer. Interment was in 
the Free Grace Cemetery. 
Shafer: Mrs. Emma J. Shafer, 
Waynesboro, Pa., born Feb. 22, 1878, died 
June 25, 1978, in the Piney Mountain 
Home for the Aged. She was the daughter 
of George W. and Mary Alice Thomas 
Shultz. She was married to Samuel J. 
Shafer who preceded her in death in 1964. 
She is survived by three daughters: Mrs. 
Gladys Strite, Mrs. Alice Varner, and 
Mrs. Eleanor Hoffman; three sons: Russel, 
Ralph, and Raymond; 27 grandchildren; 
82 great-grandchildren; 48 great-great-
grandchildren; and a sister. She was a 
member of the Fairview Avenue Brethren 
in Christ Church where she served as 
deaconess for many years. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Fairview 
Avenue Church by Rev. Lynn Thrush, 
Rev. Virgil Books, and Bishop Donald 






Rev. Ohmer U. Herr was a devoted 
husband, respected father, and revered 
churchman. 
For many years Brother Herr served the 
Lord whom he loved, and the church which 
he also loved. He served the church at the 
General Conference level in various 
capacities. He was a member of and 
secretary of the Publication Board at the 
time of its incorporation in 1929, serving 
until 1945. For many years he was 
secretary of the Genera l Conference 
Program Committee. 
In addition to his pastoral ministry he 
served in many parts of the brotherhood as 
a Bible c o n f e r e n c e speake r and an 
evangelist. I personally have a vivid 
m e m o r y of his min i s t ry at U p l a n d 
(Beulah) College when I was a young man 
attending there in preparation for Chris-
tian service. 
We pay tribute to our brother departed. 
We can pay no higher tribute than to pay 
homage to the Lord he loved and served, 
and to serve our Lord faithfully as did he. 
David E. Climenhaga, bishop 
Central Conference, Brethren in 
Christ Church 
Swailes: Freda A. Swailes, Mifflintown, 
Pa., born Dec. 11, 1930, in Perry Co., Pa., 
died July 11, 1978, in the Lewistown 
Hospital. She was the daughter of Ralph 
Smith and Mrs. Isadore Smith who sur-
vive. Also surviving is a daughter, Mrs. 
Janes Weiand; two brothers; and a sister. 
She was a member of the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Eugene Heidler. 
Swartz: Domer J. Swartz, Mifflintown, 
Pa., born Dec. 13, 1900, died July 5, 1978, 
in the Brookline Manor , Mifflintown. He 
was the son of Oliver and Sarah Swartz. 
He was married to Dorothy Martin who 
preceded him in death. He is survived by 
five daughters: Dorothy May Wileman, 
Arlene Barner, Betty Arnold, Anna Zook, 
and Connie Esh; six sons: H. William, 
Martin, James, Russell, Chester, and 
Jerry; three sisters; 42 grandchildren; and 
38 great-grandchildren. The funeral ser-
vice was conducted in the Gress Funeral 
H o m e wi th R e v . E u g e n e H e i d l e r 
officiating. 




Dorance D. Calhoun 
A recent camp-out with the junior 
and junior-high boys of our congrega-
tion provided an illustration of a com-
m o n p r o b l e m in i n t e r p e r s o n a l 
relationships: excessive competition. 
Kenny's new Ross ten-speed was 
superior to Dana's Schwinn ten-speed; 
Dana's fish was bigger than Jeff's; Jeff 
was sure he could paddle the canoe 
better than Scott. And they were all 
adamant that they wanted the girls to 
have rain on their campout later in the 
week. 
This same attitude spilled over into 
sarcastic crit icism. Such titles as 
"dummy," "stupid," and "nerd" were 
all too common. After a day of observ-
ing this kind of behavior and trying 
to be a referee, I asked them if they 
really hated each other as much as it 
seemed! 
Friendly competition is healthy, but 
the boys found it difficult to either be 
happy for another's success, or sad for 
another's failure. In between camping 
activities I reflected upon sources for 
such unhealthy competition. Does it 
originate from our competitive public 
school classrooms? Maybe the com-
petitive sports at school and profes-
sional sports on television were to 
blame. Competitive families? Or 
could it simply be attr ibuted to 
youthful immaturity and fragile self-
esteem? 
T h e wri ter is p a s t o r of the Bre thren in Chr i s t 
C h u r c h , M o r r i s o n , Il l inois. 
Whatever the cause(s), one of the 
advantages of camping is the life-
teaching situations that arise. At 
night, around the camp-fire we walked 
about being a good sport, Christian 
courtesy, good manners, consideration 
for one another—about "rejoicing 
with those who rejoice, and weeping 
with those who weep" (Rom. 12:15). 
One of the boys was genuinely sur-
prised to hear that Jesus could help 
him with his compet i t ive , self-
elevating attitude. 
I wish I could report that our "fire-
side chats" solved the problem. The 
boys did begin to pray about their 
a t t i t u d e s , and the re were im-
provements, but they have a lot of 
growing to do. 
After the camp-outs I continued to 
reflect upon this excessive competition 
1 had observed. One of the boys was 
my own, so I was reluctant to be too 
hard on the parents. However, it did 
not take much thought to realize that 
the boy's behavior illustrated a com-
mon problem in our society. Many 
adults simply learn to mask their true 
feelings, and try to act like "good 
sports." 
The world, at its competitive worst, 
says, "rejoice with those who weep, 
and weep with those who rejoice." Or 
to put it another way, "gloat over 
another's failures and weaknesses, and 
be envious of another's successes and 
strengths." In polite society it would 
be terribly rude to state one's feelings 
so bluntly, yet for many people such 
feelings are not far below the surface. 
Nor are these feelings entirely 
foreign to adult Christians. I confess 
at times I have felt the faint stirrings 
of envy when I have heard about the 
success of pastoral colleagues or 
former classmates. I have witnessed 
church members of long standing play 
down the success of a Christian 
brother who was a rival in some area. 
And I have heard the smug statement, 
"I knew he (or she) was headed for 
trouble a long time ago." 
The gospel talks about the impor-
tance of actions, but recognizes at-
titudes as the source of actions. 
Therefore, as Christians we cannot be 
content to cover our envy of another's 
success, or hide our perverse satisfac-
tion with another's failures with the 
thin veneer of being a "good sport." 
When these feelings rise unbidden 
within us, they must not be covered or 
hidden. They must be faced, and help 
must be sought from the indwelling 
Spirit of God so that we may, in truth, 
"rejoice with those who rejoice, and 
weep with those who weep." 
"Father, you know that many of us 
are still childish in heart, and 
sometimes we seek to elevate ourselves 
at the expense of others. We pray 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, that 
you will bring us to maturity; in order 
that we may know the joy and release 
of genuinely sharing in the joys and 
sorrows of those around us. Amen." 
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Kenneth O. Hoke 
W e recently concluded one of the outs tanding 
t imes of fellowship experienced by our bro therhood. 
This yea r ' s Genera l Confe rence proved again to be 
exactly tha t kind of experience: people meet ing 
people, b ro thers and sisters in the Lord renewing 
fellowship and reaching out to new people. 
T h e fellowship of Gene ra l Confe rence was not only 
experienced in the hal lways, dining rooms , and other 
facilit ies of Mess iah College, it was also experienced 
in the business sessions and worship services. For t rue 
fellowship works th rough hard prob lems and answers 
quest ions, even when there is good deba te involved 
with the issue. W e sat together a round G o d ' s W o r d 
as it was expounded to us in the messages, and we 
looked to G o d ' s W o r d to lead us in deal ing with the 
issues which we faced. This kind of fellowship brings 
with it the c o m m e n t s of praise for what the Lord 
allowed us to experience together . 
I pra ise the Lord for what we have experienced in 
this yea r ' s Gene ra l Conference . I have concerns, 
however, for where we go with this kind of fellowship 
exper ience as we re turn into our own communi t ies . 
For fel lowship like this doesn ' t jus t happen , it has to 
be worked at and t ime must be given to it. A r e we 
willing to work at a fellowship tha t builds and 
develops the people who a re involved? 
T h e wri ter is a s soc ia t e p a s t o r . Bre thren in Chr i s t Church,- Carl is le , 
Pennsy lvan i a . 
It seems that I hear so many of us saying tha t we 
don ' t have t ime to get together . W e allow our 
schedules to push us to the point tha t there is no t ime, 
or very little t ime, left to reach out to people a round 
us. Pe rhaps par t of the reason Genera l Confe rence is 
such a highlight in fellowship is because we a re all 
mutual ly forced to set this t ime aside for being 
together . And al though we come to work , there is 
oppor tuni ty for fellowship to develop. Is there a 
lesson here for us to learn? Should we each be setting 
aside some t ime each week tha t will be given to 
building the fellowship of believers and reaching out 
to those who do not yet know Jesus, drawing them 
into the fellowship as well? 
Fellowship experiences tha t truly build will not 
only be t imes of social ga ther ing where we enjoy the 
company of other people, they will also m a k e 
oppor tuni ty for the shar ing of life with life, shar ing 
our concerns, sharing our joys, building each other up 
in the Lord . I pray tha t whether it be on a con-
gregat ional level, or individual families, or groups of 
pastors , or o ther subgroups a m o n g us, tha t we will 
each work at developing the bonds of fellowship 
a m o n g us, tha t we will each work at developing the 
bonds of fellowship tha t need to exist among the 
various par t s of the Body of Chr is t . For this kind of 
fellowship is truly a building, growing force tha t will 
help us as we reach out to new people for the Lord . 
G o d ' s W o r d again and again reminds us of our 
relat ionships with each other . I would ment ion 
Hebrews 13:1-3 as one example and conclude with 
the words of St . Paul as found in R o m a n s 12:9-13: 
" L o v e must be sincere. H a t e what is evil; cling to 
what is good. Be devoted to one ano ther in brotherly 
love. H o n o r one another above yourselves. Never be 
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiri tual fervor, serving 
the Lord . Be joyfu l in hope, pat ient in affliction, 
fai thful in prayer . Sha re with G o d ' s people who are 
in need. Prac t ice hospitali ty. ( N I V ) " 
